High-dose chemotherapy followed by autologous hematopoietic stem cell transplantation for adult histiocytic disorders with central nervous system involvement.
We postulated that high-dose chemotherapy (HDC) followed by peripheral autologous hematopoietic stem cell transplantation might help to control refractory central nervous system (CNS) histiocytic disorders. Six patients with histiocytic CNS involvement were treated in this way. Two patients achieved non-active disease status, although one relapsed at 84 months. Two patients had regressive disease, one of whom progressed at 21 months. One patient had progressive disease at 14 months. One patient had extra-CNS progression but CNS regression. After a median follow-up of 22.4 months, only one of the six patients still has non-active disease. Treatment was effective on craniofacial and space-occupying brainstem lesions, and was ineffective on neurodegenerative lesions.